tive texts in other less familiar languages. This im-
plied a recognition of the fact that the accepted
versions were subject to corrections which might
alter the meaning or the significance of passages
which the movement of the Reformation had aU
ready made subjects of controversy.

Violent protests were at once voiced at the Sor-
bonne against the audacity of Robert Estienne, a
mere lad, in issuing his highly controversial revision
of Holy Writ, and in printing it in octavo> the un-
dignified format of books intended for sale to the
many- Estienne met this challenge by completing
his textual examination of the rest of the Bible, He
published the first of several complete editions in
1528. The officials of the Sorbonne threatened ex-
treme measures to suppress his activities, but the
French Crown protected the printer, in part per-
haps because he was doing the Court circle a real
service by distracting the attention of the theolo-
gians from others in high station whose opinions
were tending away from traditional orthodoxy.
When the controversy became more annoying, in
1534, Francis I issued a peremptory order forbid-
ding aH printing. This produced another unexpected
trouble, for the Parliament refused to register the
decree* A revised order, forbidding the printing of
new books, met the same refusal, and when the
lung accepted the situation, the first move had
been won IB the struggle for the FREEDOM OF THE
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